one:eight confirmation prep @ St Mary Parish
You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses…

–Acts 1:8










July 20th, 2010

Dear Confirmation candidate,
Welcome to one:eight, the Confirmation prep experience at St Mary Parish. As you probably know, Confirmation marks the beginning of your membership in the Catholic Church as a young adult throughout high school, and then as an adult later on.  This year for the first time you get to choose how you want to get involved in parish life, while simultaneously fulfilling some of the requirements for Confirmation prep. Our hope is that through your involvement you’ll get familiar with what goes on at the parish, so it’s easy to stay connected once one:eight is over.

The 2 basic components
As a home base, everyone in 9th grade will be part of a small group of peers who meet together regularly for spiritual growth, formation in the faith, and community, guided by small group leaders. You’ll meet every other week for 9 sessions-- which will consist of discussion, prayer, and interactive catechesis. You can list your preferences for when to meet and who to be with on the enclosed Registration Form. Please return that immediately with a program fee of $135 (includes the stipend for our guest speakers, snacks, textbooks and materials). If this is a hardship, please let me know. 

In addition, you’re invited to connect with the larger community at St Mary at a variety of large-group events happening throughout the year. We’ve broken these opportunities down into 6 “Catholic Life” areas and listed them in the packet you can download from www.smrlifeteen.com/oneeight. You’ll need to pick ONE way to get involved in EACH of these areas. (You’re welcome to check out more than one in each area, but one is the minimum. Some overlap.) We suggest you read through the whole list of options and make a plan NOW for which nights you‘ll attend, and then get those dates on your calendar. If you’re unsure of what to choose, the default option has a star next to it. Once you mail your registration, you’re free to begin! You’ll keep track of your participation on your “Catholic Life” passport, which you can also grab from the web. Whenever you show up, we‘ll have greeters ready to stamp it. (Please do NOT forget to get it stamped-- this is the only way we can keep track of whether you are making good progress towards Confirmation.) 

Sponsors and Saints
Before you show up at Orientation we ask that you choose a sponsor and saint to be your advocates for the year. 

For your sponsor, spend some time prayerfully considering who has a faith that inspires you. For more on who to choose, check out “A Guide to Choosing a Good Sponsor“ on the website.  The sponsor should fill out the enclosed SPONSOR FORM and return it to the Life Teen Office BY Wednesday, October 6th. 

You can also get a jump-start on your saint project this summer, while there‘s no school. The guidelines for that are enclosed and you can find more (like lists to choose from and background on saints) on the website (www.smrlifeteen.com/oneeight) under “Saint Project.” These are due no later than 7pm on Sunday, October 31st. 

An evening of prayer with our patron saints will be held on Monday, Nov 1st. Saint Projects and prayers will be on display by candlelight in the Hall between 7 & 9pm and will be available for pickup at the end of the night and at the Life Teen Office in the weeks following.

Dates to Remember

A Parent and Candidate Orientation will begin the year on Monday, October 4th and Wednesday, Oct 6th at 7:30pm in the Hall. An email will be sent out in September letting you know which orientation to attend, and which small group you‘ve been assigned. 

There is one Parents-Only session-- “The Domestic Church,” scheduled for Tuesday, October 19th & Wednesday, October 20th at 7:30pm in the Hall. Please plan to attend whichever best suits your schedule. Candidates are NOT expected to attend this session. 

There are two Evening Retreat options for candidates-- Friday, February 11th and Friday, February 18th. Each candidate must attend ONE of these before Confirmation. Both will run from 5-10pm and will take place at the St Mary Hall, Church & property.  Dinner will be provided. Young men should plan to bring a drink and ladies, a snack to share. 

Rehearsals will take place on Tuesday and Thursday, March 1st & 3rd.  Sponsors (and candidates) should plan to attend the assigned rehearsal time. If sponsors are unable, a parent may stand-in. 

Confirmations will take place on Friday, March 5th at 7pm; Saturday March 6th at 5pm; and Sunday, March 7th at 4pm. 

Confirmation and rehearsal dates will be assigned and publicized in January.

I, your Small Group Leaders, and our Peer Leaders have already begun preparing for the year and we’re looking forward to meeting you! Until then, enjoy the rest of your summer! 
In Christ’s peace,
Laura Danner, Coordinator of Youth Ministry
203-438-2394


ldanner@smcr.org
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