Jan 24th Life Night Recap: TESTIMONY

Scripture- Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21; 2 Corinthians 5:17, 20

Luke’s gospel is an example of a testimony based on personal experience of the saving message, truth, and love of Jesus Christ. Like our own, St Luke’s identity as a Christian came through the Spirit, by way of the Church. He probably did NOT know Christ personally while He walked the earth, was NOT one of the apostles.

A testimony is “evidence in support of a fact or statement”—it’s the why behind being Catholic; calling yourself a Christian. It’s a faith sharing about what God has done in your life. It’s a way of speaking about the role Jesus plays in your life. A testimony is often used to lead others closer to Christ—that’s why we share them. That’s why Luke wrote his gospel. That’s why the Core is the Core. They know something so good that they want to share it. Many times we don’t take the time to formulate this story (or stories) in a concise way that could be easily shared with others… 

Challenge: Spend some time thinking about your testimony… 

· Have you had an initial conversion experience—a moment (hour, day, weekend, whatever) when you chose to commit your life to Christ, as a priority? A turning point in your life, where there was a distinct you before and after? What changed? 

· Have you ever had an encounter with God which made you believe he was real and loved you? Tell the story, with detail.

· Consider the transformation you’ve undergone since you started “bumping up against” God at Church or Life Teen or wherever else… What has changed about you? About way you see life? 

The Christian life is about on-going transformation. There is no one moment where you become perfect because you decide to love Jesus. But it does take that love and desire to follow him to get you started on that track of transformation.

“So whoever is in Christ is a new creation: the old things have passed away; behold, new things have come. And all this is from God…” 

“So we are ambassadors for Christ, as if God were appealing through us.”  2 Cor 5:17, 20

· What old things have passed away since you began journeying with Christ? Have any new things (good or difficult) come to you?

· In what way(s) are you an ambassador for Christ? What do you want others to know about Him? 

We each have something to contribute to the story of God’s work in the world. 

Offer your story back up to Him… How might he use it? 

Parent’s Reflection

· Have you ever thought about your own testimony—your own” whys” or experiences with God/faith that have made a difference in your life? 

· Have you ever shared these stories with your teenager? With your own parents or friends? 

· Have you let them know that you would love to hear their story, should they ever choose to share it? (Maybe not now, but someday!) 

CALENDAR

This week: 

Tues, Jan 26th- WordOut 
7:30pm @ LT Lounge

Wed, Jan 27th- Morning Prayer
7am @ RHS Choir Rm

Sat, Jan 30th- 10th & 11th grade girls
10:30am @ Laura’s

Sat, Jan 30th- Community Coffeehouse w/Charlie Hall

Meet 7pm @ parking lot ~ 1heartonline.org 

Sun, Jan 31st- Morning Run
6:30am @ Kitchen ~ pgceponis@aol.com

Sun, Jan 31st- Life Night: Build
Sun, Jan 31st- **Summer Mission Kickoff Mtg** (July 23-30)

7:30pm @ Hall ~ parents are invited too!! 


Looking ahead: 

Tues, Feb 2nd- St Peter’s After School
Meet 3pm @ parking lot ~ contact Laura

Sun, Feb 7th- Superbowl party! 

6pm @ Jennings’—leave from Hall

Bring your favorite superbowl snack & a canned good for the soup kitchen.

PRAYER REQUESTS 

· That young parishoners and their parents becoming increasingly aware of God working in their lives and through their stories

· For those who have never heard of Jesus or been aware of God working in their lives, that you would lead them to You

· For victims of the Earthquake in Haiti and all those suffering in our world without food, water, and other basic necessities of human life

· For guidance for the teams working to coordinate this summer’s mission and other trips

TIME/TALENT/TREASURE

We still need a Life Night meal server/sponsor for Sunday, Feb 14th.  

Please respond to Terri Scharr at scharr@sbcglobal.net to signup. 

WEEKLY RESOURCE
Today is the feast of the Conversion of St Paul. When most of us think of testimony/conversion, St Paul is our man. His is one of the most dramatic stories of conversion in the bible. Sword of the Spirit is a great read on his life and biblical writings by Life Teen bible guru, Mark Hart. Copies are available in the office.

